 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
April 14, 2025
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday April 14, 2025, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Ben Walk, Chris Maiers, Mike Juhl & Herb Wright answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, and Tyler DeMaris were also present.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from March 26, 2025, payment of bills, March 2025 financial reports, along with approval for renewal of liquor license for Paradise Pizza, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for the proposed FY 26 Budget at 7:01 p.m. there were no written or verbal comments received and no discussion. Public Hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2025-07 Approving the Proposed FY 26 Budget and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen commented that he feels that we have employees who are capable of doing their jobs and making decisions and we should support the decisions made.
Sweers sent an email with update that we are still waiting on the Marck’s to get the compost spread so we can reseed this spring. Once we have notice, he will let the contractor know to seed. 

Police Chief Schutjer will be working on nuisances around town and has been spending extra time at the school dealing with vaping issues. Still looking for another officer.

 The Public Works Director Dowse shared update-working on getting equipment ready for the summer, hired Darrin Flury to mow and other duties, still looking for someone to mow the cemetery, sending out violation notices, rocking alleys, filling pot holes, will not be renting the equipment from Bargen for cracks, will be purchasing bugs to add to cell 3 to get E.coli numbers down, purchased 75 bullheads also, increased chlorine level, will be flushing hydrants and will flush three times a year instead of two, Eurofins is offering a curry service now eliminating shipping samples, looking at a different chemical to add to lift stations that will save on cost and help with paper, flushable wipes are a problem and should not be flushed, will be enforcing water/wastewater permits, Casey’s pumped grease trap and signed paperwork, working on getting radio reads installed in the next couple of years, will be working of manhole rehabs, received a quote for transfer switch and will proceed with getting it installed. 

Ditch work will continue and there are different colored flags being placed to mark area.

Ordinance 458 amending stop and yield signs was presented. Schutjer will review to make sure all current and new sign recommendations are included.

No update on electric franchise.


Will continue to work on code enforcement.


Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to award the shop project to Schulz Construction for an 80’x100’x18 building with R-50 insulation in attic for an estimated cost of $181,673, and on roll call vote ayes five. There were three quotes that were reviewed.

Mayor Horgen shared information on streets to be repaired and an estimate of cost for each from Heartland Asphalt. The council requested the mayor to get a second quote on the same streets. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Wright to leave it to the mayor’s discretion to decide between the two quotes according to cost and reasonable time of completion of the projects, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the borrowing of up to $500,000 to fund the shop and street projects, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to award St. Ansgar Landscaping the spraying bid, coming in $592.84 lower than the other bid received, and on roll call vote ayes-Wright, Walk, Squier & Maiers, abstain-Juhl.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Wright to allow DeMaris Hardware permission to place seasonal items for sale on city property temporarily, denying the request for the dumpster to be placed on city property, on roll call vote ayes five.


Chapter 15 section 15.04 will be updated raising the mayor’s annual salary to $5000. Ordinance for this change will be submitted for approval in May.


Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the license purchase and annual support for financial and utility billing software as requested by clerk Woods from Civic Systems, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Woods reported that she will be out of the office starting May 8th until released to return to work. Will work from home as able and will be available by phone or email. Knowlton will cover the May 12th Council meeting. There will not be a ZOOM option for the May meeting.


Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to allow the use of golf carts on designated areas around the ball diamonds only during summer ball season. to allow handicap individuals to watch Park and Rec ball games and also to approve placing handicap accessible port-a-pot in a location determined by Park and Rec Board and City Crew, and on roll call vote ayes five.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
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