 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
September 9, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 9, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, Mike Juhl, and Sam Heimer answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineering, Jerry Reshetar, Lindsey Falk, Daryl, and Lisa Johnson were also in attendance. Council Person Ben Walk was absent.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from August 12, 2024, payment of bills, August 2024 financial reports, and approval of CST South Square liquor license, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Squiers updated everyone on the workshop that was held with John Robbins from NIACOG, the Mayor, council person Ben Walk, Jim Johnson-P&Z Administrator, Herb Dowse-Public Works Director, and Tami Woods City Clerk. The workshop was to review current zoning codes and how to make them clearer and easier to enforce, along with things to look at when doing subdivisions or rezoning.
Sweers stated that he is working with the manufacturer of the shack. They requested pictures and will possibly be sending a new door. The grass seeder has requested that the cattle be kept off of the reseeded area when they come to reseed to give it a chance to grow. The quarterly report is ready to be sent to the EPA. We have been meeting the required numbers so hopefully this will be the final testing needed.

Police Chief Schutjer shared that he will be setting up testing for the individuals that are interested in the police position. 
Public Works Director Dowse shared update-working on lead service line surveys, extra testing required by DNR, still have an aerator in the lagoon that needs fixing, E coli tests have been good, drainage structures installed with one remaining on Mitchell Street, will be doing concrete work, will possibly need new tires for road grader and would like a smaller bucket.
Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to accept the quote presented by Mayor Digging to take down the house by the shop, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve looking into purchasing a storage container to store items that are currently stored in the sheds and garage, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Need to keep thinking about ideas for 4th Street. No information on Casey’s. Alder ditch will need tree removal before ditch shaping.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve having Bargen come in and fill cracks on west 6th street from Center to Main Street and Replay 3 blocks in this section for $14,000 or less, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Daryl Johnson presented the council with three cost comparisons of property to get an idea of what his property may be worth and discussed access to the property. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squiers to table this until the next meeting.
Information has been sent to both Kelvin Wold and V&K Engineering on what information is needed before a subdivision plat can be approved. 

Still looking at adding a Park and Rec Director position. Possible duties could be planning and organizing youth activities, overseeing the maintenance, mowing, and weeding of the ball diamonds, parks and all city owned property.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve Resolution 2024-15 Transfer of funds, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion seconded by Heimer to approve the appointment of Logan Hackensmith to the fire department, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion seconded by Squiers to accept the auditor’s report after completion of the required annual examination, were the only finding was segregation of duties, and on roll call vote ayes four.

The current contract with Gardiner & Company, P.C. who conduct the annual examination is up. The council agreed to send a request for proposal to Gardiner & Company, P.C. for a new contract.
LJP has increased their rates for bags and recycling. There will be no increase on the city bill.

Falk commented that the START trail addition will be moving forward after harvest, and he will be meeting with Alliant for Street Lighting in Rock Ridge.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
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