 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
December 9, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday December 9, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, & Mike Juhl (via Zoom) answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Drew Sweers V&K Engineering, Bob McNutt, Jenny Baker-MCEDC were also present. Council Person Ben Walk & Herb Wright were absent.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from November 14, 2024, payment of bills, and November 2024 financial reports, along with approval to renew liquor licenses for Walter T. Enneberg Post #358, City Limits, Thymeless Treasures, and the food Center, and on roll call vote ayes three.
Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for FY 25 Budget Amendment at 7:01. There were no written or verbal comments, no discussion. Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to close the Public Hearing at 7:01p.m. Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2024-21 Approving FY 25 Budget Amendment #1, and on roll call vote ayes three.
Mayor Horgen shared that Jane Bloomingdale would like an opportunity to visit about the current rollbacks and other small-town issues.
Sweers shared that they are still trying to set up a meeting with Marcks about the seeding. EPA has all the information they need on the wastewater treatment reporting.

Police Chief Schutjer shared that he will try to advertise again for a second officer. Discussed request for handicapped parking spots in front of the clinic and pharmacy. Will work with public works to get this done.

 Public Works Director Dowse shared update-still working on options of bacteria and learned that bullheads and crappies added to the lagoon could be a benefit. The blower will be taken to Omaha for repairs. Looking at having well 2 inspected. Discussed options for the fire department to draw from the old well house to help exercise it. 

The Policy Administration Committee will meet on December 23rd .

Police Chief Schutjer is looking over the current stop and yield sign ordinance to see where signs could be removed or added.

Jenny Baker from the MCEDC was present to update the Council on current funding opportunities in Mitchell County, which includes derelict houses, construction loan, revolving loan fund for businesses, veteran relocation grant, spec building funds. Housing is the main focus currently. More information about the programs can be found on the MCEDC website or by contacting them.


The franchise agreement with Alliant Energy will be up in 2027. The council will start looking at options for renewal.


Clerk Woods shared concerns with current financial software and an increase of over $3,000. Woods will be comparing to other software systems.
Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the appointment of Phil Baldus to the St. Ansgar Library Board and on roll call vote ayes three.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve Resolution 2024-22 Budgetary Transfer of Funds and on roll call vote ayes three.
Enforcement of Zoning Codes will be discussed when there is a full council present.

Clerk Woods shared the upcoming budget schedule and special meetings needed.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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