 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
June 10, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 10, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, Ben Walk and Sam Heimer answered roll call. Council Person Mike Juhl was not present.  Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineering, Jerry Reshetar, Carolyn Sherman, and Marilyn Edgington were also in attendance.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from May 13, 2024, payment of bills, May 2024 financial reports, Liquor License renewal for Paradise Pizza, Sportsman’s Inc., Sportsman’s Beverage, along with tobacco renewal for Casey’s and Dollar General. and on roll call vote ayes four.
Mayor Horgen stated he had received a complaint about the retaining wall behind Dollar General and would like to have the attorney draft a letter requesting Dollar General to fix this issue.

Sweers reported that the trunk line project is complete except for a few touch-up items with the door and the gate. Marcks will be able to let the cows out to pasture and the seeder will return to reseed. 
Maiers presented a motion seconded by Walk to approve pay estimate #6 to McKinnis for work completed on the trunkline project in the amount of $5073.00, and on roll call vote ayes four. A letter was sent to EPA and the city is complying. In the Review Process it was decided that they would like the rest of the samples through the summer testing window before they sign off on the UV Treatment requirement.

Police Chief Schutjer was not present, Council Person Squier reported that he is still looking into options for a second officer. 

CPU provided an estimate for cameras at the city park and ball diamonds. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the installation of the cameras according to the estimate provided, and on roll call vote ayes four.


 Public Works Director Dowse shared update on lead pipe survey requirements. There is a water leak in First Lutheran Church Cemetery, and one by the nursing home that they are looking at. The engineer that was a part of the lagoon originally was on site to update employees on correct maintenance operations and procedures. The blower needs to go to Omaha to be serviced, if needing new blower could cost up to $10,000. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to take blower to Omaha and have necessary repairs or replacement as needed, and on roll call vote ayes four. Need filters for the water treatment plant. Sewer issues the last couple of weeks with grease being part of the issue. 3rd Street is done with culvert work being done. Drainage work needs to looked at around bowling alley. Planning on sweeping streets and providing barricades for Town and Country days. Shelter house and bathrooms have been power washed at city park and benches will be set up. Bushings in the new swings have been worn out and replaced by city workers. Heimer complimented the city crew on work done during Memorial Weekend.

Still working on Shop, and 4th street plans. Streetlight in front of the Food Center is being repaired locally by Lee Boerjan. Gentlemen that originally did the lights and repairs has no longer in business.


The City Attorney has sent another letter to Casey’s about their grease trap.


The council would like the Planning and Zoning Commission to look at the zoning codes and determine if these codes should be kept and enforced, or revised.


It was suggested to the mayor by a citizen that the city go to the county for support for the natural dump area for county citizens. Currently city crew goes out once a week to clean up. Grass clipping are being spread out instead of putting in a pile. 

Mayor and Sweers looked at the Alder ditch to try to come up with a solution.

Sherman and Edington where present to update the council on the START trail project. They have been receiving donations, grants and doing fundraising events to fund the project. They are applying for a REAP grant again. Looking at revising plans to at least do a hard pack and black top. Doing a hard push to raise another $50,000 to at least get that much done. The council does feel that concrete would be the better option if an additional $100,000 could be raised. Concrete will last longer. City will look at budget and see what they can do to help. START is requesting the City to provide mowing and insurance coverage as has been done for the original trail.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve resolution 2024-10 Approving the Application for a Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Grant, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2024-11 Allowing for the Payment of Salaries and Benefits for the 2024-25 Fiscal year, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Squier to allow the payment of end of the year bills before approval at the July council meeting, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Riceville is requesting to have Josiah be the Affidavit of Record for Riceville until they get one certified. This is something he would do on his own time and not affect his position for the City of St. Ansgar.

Will continue to discuss Wold property request.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the closure of the street Friday night June 14th for the fireman water ball, on roll call vote ayes four.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to go into closed session pe chapter 21.5 sub section 1 of the Iowa code per employees’ request, and on roll call vote ayes four.


The council went into closed session at 8:28 p.m. 


The council came out of closed session at 8:58 p.m.

Further discuss START request at the next meeting.
 The meeting was adjourned at 9.09 p.m. 
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Keith Horgen, Mayor 
__________________________________
Tami Woods, City Clerk
