 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
August 12, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 12, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, Ben Walk, Mike Juhl, and Sam Heimer answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineering, John Robbins-NIACOG, Karen Robertson, Connie Groth, Tom Crowley, Bob McNutt, Gary Gerlach, Darly and Lisa Johnson were also in attendance.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Squiers to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from July 8, 2024, payment of bills, July 2024 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Mayor Keith Horgen opened the Public Hearing for Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan for the City of St. Ansgar at 7:01 p.m. John Robbins was present to explain the changes to the plan requested by the P&Z which was to remove the “Road Diet” for 4th Street, this is going from 4 lanes to 2 lanes. Discussion was had and Council can see both sides. The plan says to consider a “road diet” council would like to keep it in as something to look into. There were no written or verbal comments presented. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the Comprehensive Plan leaving the option to consider a “road diet” in the plan and on roll call vote ayes five.

Sweers stated that we have passed the 30 days of acceptance of completion of the Trunkline project for payment of retainage. There are a few things left to be completed including the gasket for the door. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to release half of the retainage for the Trunkline project, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Sweers reported that the next quarterly report is due October 1st. Numbers are coming in good so hopefully the EPA will sign off on the need for UV.


Police Chief Schutjer shared that there are a few interested individuals in the police position. He will do some testing in October. The AC in the Charger has been fixed but the condenser went out now. This will be fixed. A Ford Explorer has been purchased as a police vehicle. The radio and radar will go in next week and will get decals put on.

Public Works Director Dowse shared update-trees have been removed, seeding and grading have been done around the park. DeMaris culvert needs replacing, and ditch is reshaped. Maiers presented a motion seconded by Walk to purchase a new laser to replace the one that is not working, and parts are not available for anymore, and on roll call vote ayes five. Worked on water leak. The E coli test are coming back good. Sold sampler for $350, Grasshopper using oil, looking for snow blower ideas, looking into collapse training.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to get pricing on taking down the house, and on roll call vote ayes five.

No information on Casey’s

Alder ditch will need tree removal before ditch shaping.

START decided to go with an asphalt trail so the REAP Grant will not be needed.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to the Street Committee and Police Chief Schutjer to review traffic signage around town and make recommendations for changes to the Code, and on roll call vote ayes five. 
Will look into getting quotes for the streets that need repair and figure out what can be done this year.

Wold was not present. Maiers presented a motion seconded by Heimer to offer Wold $17,500 for lot 5 with no other contingencies, and on roll call vote ayes five.

The council will have a workshop on September 4th at 6 p.m. with John Robinson from NIACOG to go over Code.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the closing of  4th Street from Mitchell to George and George from 5th to 3rd, for Fall Fest on September 7th, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the Chamber making a request for St. Ansgar to be a drive thru town for Rag Bria in 2025, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Daryl Johnson was present to figure out a way to get access to the North part of property he just purchased and wants to put a shed on. The property has an easement through it for the drainage project that was recently completed. Johnson also offered to sell the property to the City. Will be discussed further.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to deny the request from Kline to have her water bill adjusted, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Karen Robertson was present and Thanked the Mayor for hanging the Christmas lights and is wondering what will happen when the mayor no longer volunteers to do this. Robertson shared concerns about weeds in the park around the gazebo and rock, thistles around town, grates on 4th Street where trees used to be, culverts around town with flowers and other vegetation growing in them, along with Libersky’s business needing to be cleaned up. 
Discussed whether the city should dissolve the 28e agreement that is in place with the MCEDC in June. 

Looking to see if having a Park and Rec Director would be a good fit for the city and what the duties would be.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:19 p.m. 
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