 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
March 26, 2025
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday March 26, 2025, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Ben Walk, Chris Maiers, & Mike Juhl answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Jarrett Woods, Bob McNutt Val Johnson, Kristen Sherrard, Norm Johnson, and Tyler DeMaris were also present. Council Person Herb Wright was absent.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from February10, 2025, payment of bills, February 2025 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Sweers sent email with update that “The City and Contractor is still waiting on Marcks to spread the compost before completing the seeding work. Once we receive word that the compost has been spread, V&K will inform and the Contractor and seeding subcontractor. As soon as V&K receives the date the work will be completed, that information will be passed along to the City and Marcks.” 

Police Chief Schutjer asked about handy cap parking signage in front of clinic. This will still be done. Still looking for another officer.

 The Public Works Director Dowse shared update-Working on equipment and getting mowers ready, purchased a John Deere 1580 mower with attachments, have hired one individual to mow, still looking for another individual to mow cemetery, burned tree pile, met with NIACOG and reviewed zoning code updates, cleaning up around town, concrete dump has been leveled, created a standard sheet for presenting spraying quotes, snow removal twice, cleaned up ash tree and pine tree around the trail, Bargen was here to look at street repairs that may be needed, will start working on potholes, jetting sewers per two year schedule, met with AMS for sludge at lagoon, well #2 is back on line, will start rehabbing manholes.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to proceed with the update of Chapter 65 with the suggested changes provided, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier for the Mayor to continue to proceed with looking into electric franchise procedures.

Mayor Horgen asked the Council if they wanted the codes that in the book to be enforced and the council stated that they did.

Mayor Horgen stated that they will need to downsize the size of the shop to a more affordable building and that an 80X200 building would not fit on the property. Will get quotes for building.

Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to grant Norm Johnson until June 30th to have his dumpsters moved out of the city right of way, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the closure of 4th Street and the same adjoining ones as last year with the addition of in front of the fire station for the pork chop feed, and on roll call vote ayes four.  It was also requested that golfcarts and UTV’s are not allowed in these areas either.


Val Johnson from the Chamber was present to ask for assistance with the watering of the flowers in the 12 planters along 4th street. Watering is needed from the end of May through September.  Looking for volunteers who would be willing to help with the watering. The city will help with watering during the week as needed.  


Spraying quotes will be reviewed at the next meeting when with the new forms being used.


Maiers presented a motion to add Brenda Lowe and remove Brooke Ahlf from Acorn’s Revolving account, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the START walking trail agreement with the school, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the appointment of Whitney Urich to the Aquatic Board, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to start the procedures to borrow funds for the shop and street projects, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2025-06 Setting the Public Hearing for the Proposed Property Tax Budget for FY 26 for April 14th at 7 p.m., and on roll call vote ayes four.


Mayor Horgen shared that he had been contacted by Grain Millers about the possibility of selling Grain Millers to them. They are working on ideas for truck parking.

 Lagoon sludge and Industrial Park panels will be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
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