 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
July 8, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 8, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, Ben Walk, Mike Juhl, and Sam Heimer answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineering, and Jerry Reshetar were also in attendance.
Squiers presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from June 10, 2024, payment of bills, June 2024 financial reports, Liquor License renewal for Casey’s and Dollar General. and on roll call vote ayes five.
Sweers presented a request for acceptance of completion of the trunkline project which will set the 4-year time frame for the performance bond, and approval of pay estimate #7 with a zero payment at this time with payment of retainer in 30 days. There are a few outstanding items needing attention like seeding in Marcks field and the door to the input metering structure.  The seeding will be done in the fall and Sweers will contact the contractor about a new door, gasket or some other solution.  Replacing hinges and weathers striping is not working. Trunkline is functioning properly after flooding. The County will be taking out the patch on the road that was rough after the flooding and the city will not need to do the grinding on the patch. 
Maiers presented a motion seconded by Heimer to approve Resolution 2024-12 Accepting Work for Trunkline, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve pay estimate #7 to McKinnis for work completed on the trunkline project with no payment due at this time but payment of retainer in 30 days and on roll call vote ayes five.

Sweers sent quarterly letter to EPA with next letter due in October.

Police Chief Schutjer was not present but presented information on police vehicles for the council to review along with letting them know the police car air conditioning is not working. Maiers presented a motion seconded by Juhl to have the air in the police car fixed, and on roll call vote ayes five. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the purchase of a 4-wheel drive truck or SUV in the amount up to $35,000, and on roll call vote ayes five.

 Public Works Director Dowse shared update-working on aerators in lagoon, drainage around park and 3rd street, jetted and cleaned culverts, water leak at First Lutheran Church Cemetery, and Warrington’s project is done. Over $21,000 dollars’ worth of damage to the lagoon area from the flooding. Dowse has reported this to Kris Olson the Mitchell County Emergency Management Coordinator. Water has been being used for construction sites. They will be billed the monthly minimum for this usage. City does have temporary meters for this purpose.

Mayor Horgen will look into getting quotes for taking down the house by the city shed.

Need to keep thinking about ideas for 4th Street.

Caseys has made payment for sewer jetting done. The City Attorney is going to send another letter to Casey’s to have them meet with the city on their procedures for cleaning out the grease trap. 

Planning and Zoning will be meeting on July 16th to review the comprehensive plan and will also discuss codes.

Discussed natural dump area usage by none residents. No action taken. 

Engineering still looking at options for Alder ditch.

There was no one present to discuss the START trail expansion. The council discussed asphalt compared to concrete trail and agreed concrete would be better and last longer.


No action taken on Wold Property.

The Council discussed the fact that over $300,000 has just recently been spent on improving the drainage in the NW section of town with an easement going through 515 W. 1st. Drainage in this area has been an issue for many years and with the changes the drainage is working well. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to not allow a separate access to the North part of the property that would cross the drainage easement area, and on roll call vote ayes five.

The council will start looking at and prioritizing street projects. Some suggestions are 6th  between main and Jefferson, 3rd street by nursing home, and train lane.


The council will start looking at City Codes that may need revising.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2024-13 approving annual rate increase of $.50 to base water rate effective July 15th, 2024, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve adding the red dump truck to the price list at a rate of $50 per hour, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Put stop signs at South Square on the agenda for next month.

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 







 _________________________________









Keith Horgen, Mayor 
__________________________________
Tami Woods, City Clerk
