 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
November 8, 2021
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 8, 2021 in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall.  Council Persons Chris Maiers, Michael Juhl, Ben Walk, Sam Heimer, and Myrna Jorgensen answered roll call.  Drew Sweers-V&K Engineers, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Herb Dowse-Municipal Superintendent, Sara Reynolds-Garner Thomsen, Bill Carlson-St. Ansgar P.B. & R. Board, Sheri Penney-MCEDC, Karen Robertson, Bob McNutt, & Lindsey Falk were also present along with Maintenance Superintendent Jim Johnson via Zoom.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from October 11 2021, payment of bills, & October 2021 financial reports, along with the renewal of liquor license for Walter T. Enneberg Post #358 American Legion, and on roll call vote ayes five

Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for the Amendment of the NW Urban Renewal Area and the Wold Development Agreement at 7:01 p.m. There were no written or verbal comments, there was no questions from the audience or the council, public hearing was closed at 7:02.  Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2021-28 Approving the 2021 Urban renewal Plan Amendment for the Northwest Urban Renewal Area and Development Agreement with R.A. Wold & Sons, Inc. and on roll call vote ayes five. 

Mayor Horgen reported that Heartland Asphalt had been back and repaired Main Street.  Will get estimates for future seal coating of streets.

Sara Reynolds auditor from Garner Thomsen conducted the annual examination for FY 21 and was present to share the Independent Accountant’s Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures and answer any questions from the council.

Sweers provided an update on the ongoing projects. Waiting on CDBG Grant for the trunk line.  Application was resubmitted October 1st.  Met with the EPA discussed the extension of time to do more E.coli testing before moving forward with the wastewater treatment project.  Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve agreement with V& K for EPA Assessment & compliance Plan, and on roll call vote ayes five. Televising of the sewers will begin in the next week or so. Will be meeting with Falk’s on the housing development.
               Police Chief Schutjer reported he has been working with Al DeMaris on a generator for City hall, has received a grant from FEMC $3805.30 and waiting on another grant.  Will start working on grants for new siren next.  Has been working with the Sheriff’s department on a few things & had training with other officers.  Continue to work on nuisances.
            Municipal Superintendent-Dowse shared his work report which included working on a culvert, poured concrete in the old well house and in front of the library for the display case and bench, repaired gate valve at pool and had water dig on 4th street also attended wastewater treatment classes at DMACC.
            Water, Waste Water Superintendent Schneider was not present
            Maintenance Superintendent Johnson shared his work report which included working on graveling the shoulders, helping with gate valve and water dig on 4th Street, worked on Vac truck, and leaves in the park. 
            Council will continue to look at adding a Public Works Director position.  

            Bill Carlson was present on behalf of the Park, Beatification & Recreation Board to present plans for updates to the City Park. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to go ahead with the plans for updating the park, and on roll call vote ayes five.
             Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2021-29 approving Urban Renewal Report for FY 2021, and on roll call vote ayes five.
      Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Jorgensen to approve Resolution 2021-30 to Certify Annual Appropriation Tax Increment Rebate payments and on roll call vote ayes five.
      Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve TIF Certification to Auditor, and on roll call vote ayes five.
      Robertson was present to request the council take a look at changing the ordinance on fences to require that the decorative side of a fence face toward the neighboring property.  This will be looked at.
             Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to allow the removal of the tree on 4th Street in front of the EJ to allow for signage, and on roll call vote ayes five.
             Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2021-31 to approve Transfer of funds, and on roll call vote ayes five.
             Penney was present to discuss the request to dissolve the 28e agreement with the MCEDC. Council would like more information. Penney will have County Attorney contact the City Attorney to discuss.
             Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to purchase the new skid loader, blank plates, snow blower and brush cutter quoted from Ziegler, trading in the Case tractor and Massey Ferguson mower, and on roll call vote ayes five.  Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to purchase the B & B tilt trailer quoted from Terry’s Auto body, LLC & Trailer Sales, and on roll call vote ayes five.
            There were no citizens present to voice concerns about any dog issues.
             Reviewed Downtown Walk Around Summary from the Iowa Economic Development Authority                         
Meeting was adjourned at 8:19 P.M.
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