 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
February 12, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 12, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Chris Maiers, Mike Juhl, Sam Heimer, and Ben Walk answered roll call. Council Person Jason Squier was absent. Public Works Director Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Jim Wherry-County Superintendent, Jordan Bielefeld & Jason Rice-UpTower, Rose Moore & Joanne Reshetar-Library Board, Cassandra Leff-Enterprise Journal, Kristen Sherrard, Brianna Juenger, Val Johnson, Rose Krahenbuhl, Sheila Adams, and Chuck Brandt-St. Ansgar Chamber were also present.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from January 8, 2024, payment of bills, January 2024 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Mayor Horgen shared that the DNR and EPA are requiring that a Lead Service Line Inventory be completed by October. Information will be needed for every household. The comprehensive plan survey is completed, and John Robbins will be reviewing the results from the Comprehensive Steering Committee on March 5th at 6p.m., if any council members would like to attend that meeting.
Jordan Bielefeld and Jason Rice were present to request permission to build a 30-foot tall by 13-foot-wide structure to replicate a wind turbine to be used for safety and rescue training. When the structure is no longer needed it will be taken down. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to allow UpTower to put up the tower for training purposes, and on roll call vote ayes four. They will communicate with the Public Works Department on location.

Jim Wherry shared information about the possibility of County TIF funds being used to help fund the county libraries.

Mayor Horgen read report provided by Drew Sweers-No work has been completed on site in the last month due to current and proposed temperatures. At this time, no work is yet scheduled. I will update all parties once I get word from McKiness that work will begin. I have been working with McKiness and the IDNR on the SRF paperwork required for the American Iron & Steel requirements. The local Field Office will be conducting a site visit sometime in the next month. I will let you know once I have received a date and time from them. The current representative is off until next Monday (February 19, 2024). I have not received any update from the EPA about any issues with our last report submitted. 


Police Chief Schutjer reported that he has been working with the First Lutheran Church on writing grants to fund the renovations and generator to provide an emergency shelter with a shower in the parish center. The estimated cost is $40,000. Also wondering if this is something the city could help fund. 
               Public Works Director Dowse reported that they have completed their first round of MOR’s, and another 3-year test was completed today. Working with IAMU on putting together a survey for the lead service line inventory. If residents do not provide information city crew will need to make arrangements to enter the home to get the information needed. Maiers presented a motion seconded by Heimer to approve the quote provided by Electric Pump for the water tower upgrades needed at $46,700, on roll call vote ayes four. Dowse also reported that 234 smart points are needed to complete the town. Units cost $182 a unit, if order all at once savings of $12 per unit. Will look at budget for this expense. The crew has been jetting sewers and camering them at the same time. DNR will be here Thursday to conduct a sanitary survey. Looking at the streets in town to plan for repairs. Would also like to make utility repairs before blacktopping. Been working on red dump truck and will start working on orange dump truck. 

Router 12 internet, cameras, and cyber security tabled until next month.
Will continue to plan for updates to 4th Street and start moving forward with removal of house by shop and get plans for new building while working on budget.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to reimburse $87 for seeding which is what the cost to the city would have been and on roll call vote Juhl abstained, Maiers-Nay, Heimer-Aye, Walk-Aye-motion failed.

Sherrard and several chamber members were present to request street closers for Town in Country days. They will set up and take down barricades if set out for them. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the street closers for Town and Country days as presented on the map 4th Street from Franklin to George and George from 4th to Clausen Park, and on roll call vote ayes four.

 Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the signing of the OPIOID class action ballot, and on roll call vote ayes four. 
           
Mayor Horgen would like to have the City Attorney draft a letter to Casey’s corporate office to have Casey’s put in a bigger grease trap or have it pumped at least monthly.
 
Kleinwort’s and the fertilizer plant will be removing the rail track between 3rd and 4th street. Look at putting concrete at the 3rd street railroad crossing.


Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the appointment of Bethany Aupperle to the Park, Beautification, & Recreation Board replacing Bill Carlson, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Juhl updated the council on the Administrative Policy Committee meeting with a spreadsheet on wages and increased the insurance stipend to $550.

Reviewed the meeting schedule to meet budget dates and changing the April meeting from April 8th to April 1st.


Maiers presented a motion seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2024-04 setting the date of the Public Hearing for the Proposed Property Tax Levy for April 1st, 2024, at 6:30 P.M., and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to go into closed session per Chapter 21.5(1)(i) to discuss law enforcement services, and on roll call vote aye four.


The council went into closed session at 8:09 p.m. and came out at 9:09 p.m.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to start advertising for a part time officer, and on roll vote ayes four.

 Maiers made a comment that discussion was had with Chief Schutjer about ways to provide additional coverage with possibilities of hiring a part time officer, flexing of hours, and scheduling hours between Chief and Reserve Officer Beyer.
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 











 _________________________________









Keith Horgen, Mayor 
__________________________________
Tami Woods, City Clerk
