 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
January 13, 2025
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday January 13, 2025, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Chris Maiers, & Mike Juhl answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, and Drew Sweers V&K Engineering (via Zoom) were also present. Council Person Ben Walk & Herb Wright were absent.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from December 9, 2024, payment of bills, and December 2024 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes three.
Mayor Horgen requested that the council start coming up with capital improvement projects following our comprehensive plan and also look at the zoning codes for any changes to be made while John Robbins is updating them. Robbins will schedule a workshop with the council to review.
Sweers shared that they have met with Marcks and reached an agreement that the city will provide, and load dirt form the compost with Marcks spreading it and McKinnis reseeding in the spring. Silt fence will also be removed. Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the release of the remaining $3225.05 of the retainer, and on roll call vote ayes Squier and Juhl, Nays- Maiers.

Police Chief Schutjer shared that he has advertised again and also visited another city that is also looking for officers and is having no luck either.

 Public Works Director Dowse shared update-working on rating the streets and underground services for capital improvement projects. Have been working on dump trucks and servicing equipment. The old house by the shop has been removed and filled in. They will be coming to pull well #2 this week to look it over. Still trying to get estimates for repairs to the old well house. Have had complaints about water smelling like chlorine. Levels have been testing where they should be. May start testing in different areas of the city. Working on pulling the blower out that needs to go to Nebraska for repairs.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to deny the request to have the sewer portion of a resident’s bill forgiven because of a water line break and water not going into sewer, and on roll call vote ayes three.


Police Chief Schutjer presented some suggestions for stop and yield sign updates to Chapter 65 of the code.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to pursue other options for the electric utility franchise agreement, and on roll call vote ayes three.

 Discussion about code enforcement was tabled until the full council is present.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the annual appointment per the previously established job descriptions and city policies related to powers and duties and following the established salary resolution the following appointments as presented: City Clerk- Tami Woods, Deputy Clerk-Robyn Knowlton, City Attorney-Pat Rourick, Cemetery Sexton-City Employees, Emergency Management Committee with one-year term- Ben Walk, County E911 Board-Jon Henaman, Landfill Board-Keith Horgen, Flood Plain Administrator-Jim Johnson, and to approve the Mayor’s following appointments with Council Approval: City Treasurer-Tami Woods, Deputy Treasurer- Robyn Knowlton, Police Chief- Lance Schutjer; Disaster Services Coordinator-Lance Schutjer, Community Protection Advisory-Herb Wright, At-Large Advisory-Megan Powers, EMT Representative-Theresa Boerjan, Fire Dept. Advisory-Mitch Henaman; Police Dept. Advisory-Herb Dowse.  Other boards-Planning and Zoning Mitch Henaman-. Park, Beautification, and Recreation-Bethany Aupperle and Lisa Patterson-Upper Cedar Watershed Mgt. Improvement Authority Board -Chris Maiers. Along with Mayor committee appointments: Mayor Pro Tem-Ben Walk, Community Protection Committee-Chris Maiers-Chairman and Herb Wright, Street, Garbage, Cemetery-Herb Wright-Chairman and Ben Walk, Policy Administration- Jason Squier-Chairman and Mike Juhl, Human Development-Mike Juhl as Chairman and Chris Maiers, Water and Sewer-Ben Walk as Chairman and Jason Squier, and on roll call vote ayes three.
Still need to fill two Board of Adjustment, two Acorn Golf Course, and one Aquatic Board opening.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Revised Public Funds Depository Resolution STA Bank 2025-01, and on roll call vote ayes three.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve Revised Public Funds Depository Resolution FS Bank 2025-02, and on roll call vote ayes three.


Discussed looking into the cost of the new shop building. If borrowing funds the council will look at other capital projects that will need funding to borrow all at once.

The public works department will start marking city right of ways to determine what landscaping or vegetation is located in the right of ways and notice will be sent to property owners to relocate before removal takes place.


The council will have a budget workshop on Wednesday January 22nd at 6 p.m. some budget items that will be considered will be tree replacement, more tree removal and stump removal.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
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