 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
August 11, 2025
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday August 11, 2025, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Mike Juhl, Chris Maiers, & Herb Wright answered roll call. Public Works/P&Z Administrator Jim Johnson, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Bob McNutt, and Mark Hendrickson were also present. Council Person Ben Walk was absent.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Wright to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from July14 & 28, 2025, payment of bills, July 2025 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes four.
No new information on the trunkline project. 

Police Chief Schutjer reported that he was asked to contact Alliant about tree limbs on wires and they did respond.

Council discussed the option of hiring a second officer and also the option of using county services. Financing the position is a concern. Discussed the option of the second officer being part-time instead of full-time. Council also discussed the requirement of the officer living in city limits.

 Jim Johnson shared public works update-sludge testing will be done in September, a 600 gallon tank has been purchased for the ball diamond lift station, still need to purchase the pump, conservation will be hydroseeding the lagoon area, lead and copper samples are being completed, purchased half of the radio reads that are needed and hopefully next year will get the other half purchased, E-Coli samples are coming back good, looking at ordering a new tester for the golf course, worked on storm clean up and tree removal, will continue to work on trees, installed a French drain on 5th and Summer, getting bids to repair old well house, installed stop signs on Boulder Lane and No Unauthorized Motor vehicle signs on the trail, removed black top on 6th street, will need to install another culvert on 6th and main, concrete work will start tomorrow.

Discussed the option of a sliding scale for building permit fees. Juhl presented a motion seconded by Squier to stay with the flat rate but increase the fees to $50.00 for small projects (fence/decks), $100 Residential accessory bldgs. Or additions to existing buildings, $200.00 for residential new construction, and $300 for industrial and commercial new construction, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Mayor Horgen reported that Alliant has refused to talk to Heartland. It was discussed that the council needs to update the citizens and find out what they want.

Wright presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the first reading of Ordinance 460 amending provisions pertaining to height of weeds and grasses for nuisance abatement. and on roll call vote ayes four.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to waive the second and third readings of Ordinance 460, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Juhl presented a motion seconded by Squier to approve the closing of 4th street for Fall Festival, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Discussed when the city would be redoing 2nd Street from Jefferson to Main. This street will not be done in the current budget year. City will communicate to the church when this is planned.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the appointment of Bob McNutt to the Board of Adjustments Commission, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Wright to approve the appointment of Paul Boerjan to the Planning and Zoning Commission, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Wright to approve Ordinance 461amending provisions pertaining to consumer fireworks regulation, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to waive the 2nd and 3rd reading of Ordinance 461, and on roll call vote four.


Information was shared with the council about required training for newly elected and appointed officials as mandated by H.F. 706. As of July 1st, 2025, it is required that all newly elected or appointed officials attend training on open meetings and public records within 90 days of appointment or taking the oath of office.

Mayor Horgen wanted to thank everyone for working hard and making things work for the city.


Items for next agenda include looking at properties that need to be cleaned up.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
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