 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
November 14, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 14, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Jason Squier, Mike Juhl, Chris Maiers, & Herb Wright answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Sue Horgen, Caitlin Golle, & Deb Freeman were also in attendance, along as Drew Sweers V&K Engineering via zoon. Council Person Ben Walk was absent.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from October 14, 2024, payment of bills, and October 2024 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Mayor Horgen shared that he has received complaints about flowers and plants growing in the ditches around the culverts. Property owners will be contacted to transplant the flowers or plants in the spring if they would like to keep them.
Sweers shared that the replacement door did not line up correctly with hinges. A seal was installed, and the door was left for future use if needed. Sweers will be setting up a meeting with Marcks about the seeding. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve paying another $17,000 of the remaining retainer to McKinnis, and on roll call vote ayes four. Sweers will check on the consent letter from the EPA.

Police Chief Schutjer shared that they did physical testing on October 25th. One did not test and withdrew his application, one tested and failed, and one had already passed the physical test but must wait a year before retesting of a different test that he did not pass.

 There were three bids submitted for the police squad car. Bids were in the amount of $$4,756, $4,522.25 and $3,100. Squier presented a motion, seconded by Wright to award the high bid of $4,756, and on roll call vote ayes four. 
Public Works Director Dowse shared update-Casey’s grease trap has been installed, new tires on grader, cleaned up around City Hall, White Deer Park, and City Park. Will be cutting more trees but saving $5000 of budget for storm damage trees. Ditch work and patching about done. Stop sign by shop installed. Starting E-Coli sampling. Looking at options for adding Bacteria to the lagoon to reduce e-coli and remove sludge. The Lead Service inventory has been completed. The cemetery has been mowed and park restrooms winterized.
The council decided that the Park, Beautification, and Recreation Board should look into hiring a seasonal youth activity director that would manage the youth activities. The Council will look at funding assistance for this position.
Caitlin Golle was present to share information about the CO2 pipeline and to request that the city along with individuals file an objection with the Iowa Utilities Board. Squier presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to have clerk Woods file an objection with the Iowa Utilities Board on behalf of the City of St. Ansgar, and on roll call vote ayes four.

City Clerk Woods requested the council to start thinking about budget workshops and CIP items.

Clean up week will be the same as in the past and will be the week of April 28 through May 2.


Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Wright to approve an agreement with TextMyGov to enable the city to have another way of communicating with the residents, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2024-20 Setting the Public Hearing Date for the FY 25 Budget Amendment for December 9th at 7p.m., and on roll call vote ayes four.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the appointment of Mason Brown to the St. Ansgar Park, Beautification, and Recreation Board, and on roll call vote ayes four.
The traffic sign ordinance will need to be updated with the installation of the stop sign by the City Shop. Will review other signage to be added or removed before ordinance is updated.

Johnson denied the council’s offer of $15,000 to for the purchase of the drainage area along with lots 3,4, & 5 of Parcel 0524151001, at the October meeting, and requested the council reconsider at the next council meeting. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to go into closed session per Code 21.5.j of the Iowa State Code at 8:16 p.m., and on roll call vote ayes four. The council came out of closed session at 8:30 p.m. Wright presented a motion seconded by Maiers to not make a counteroffer on the purchase of the Johnson property, and on roll call vote ayes four.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
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