 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
October 14, 2024
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 14, 2024, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Ben Walk, Jason Squier, & Chris Maiers answered roll call. Public Works Superintendent Herb Dowse, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineering, Herb Wright, Jerry Reshetar, Kelvin Wold, Bob McNutt, Daryl, and Lisa Johnson were also in attendance. Council Person Mike Juhl was absent.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the consent agenda, which consists of minutes from September 9, 2024, payment of bills, and September 2024 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes three.
Herb Wright along with Brad Squiers showed interest in the vacant council seat left by Sam Heimer who recently moved out of city limits. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to appoint Herb Wright to fill the vacancy until the next regular city election in 2025, and on roll call vote ayes three. Herb wright was sworn in by taking the oath of office for city council member.

Mayor Horgen shared information that the DOT emailed about a detour in the spring of 2025 through St. Ansgar while work is being done on HWY 9. Could possible last about 2 months. Horgen also shared that Well House #2 has been hit by a car and will need to get estimates for repairs.
Sweers shared that the replacement door for the shed has arrived and will be installed on Tuesday. Sweers will be visiting Marcks about the seeding that needs to be done. The cattle will be moved after harvest is complete. The EPA has reviewed the information provided from all the samples and agrees that the conditions of the order have been met. The EPA will proceed with terminating the AOC and will send the formal letter. The letter will note that the city should closely monitor the E. coli situation and be prepared to install disinfection treatment equipment if necessary. For now, no UV treatment is needed.


Police Chief Schutjer shared that there are three individuals interested in the police position and will be taking the physical fitness test on the 25th of October. If they pass that they will take the post test on the following Friday.


 Squier presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to put the squad car out for silent bid with Police Chief Schutjer and the city employees determining the minimum bid, and on roll call Ayes- Wright, Squiers, and Maiers, Walk abstained. The air has been fixed and the decals and radio equipment will need to be removed. 
Public Works Director Dowse shared update-met with Casey’s on grease trap issue, they will be replacing the current grease trap. After it is replaced, the city crew will jet and make sure it is clean. The storage container will be delivered on Wednesday, will work on getting items moved to the container and getting the house ready to be taken down. 44 trees have been taken down. Stump grinding will take place next year to allow for as many trees to be taken down this year as budgeted for. Street patches are done. The sidewalk by the school still needs to be repaired. Received quote for grader tires. Next round of E. coli testing is coming up. Lead service survey has been completed. Hydrants have been flushed. Will be getting everything cleaned up and ready for winter.
Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the quote of $39,625.00 for the repair of west 6th street provided by Schulz Construction, and on roll call vote ayes four. Schulz would like to do this next spring and will honor the current quote provided at that time.
The council would like to get information about how other small cities oversee their park and recreation programs.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2024-16 FY24 Street Finance Report, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Squire to approve FY 24 Annual Financial Report and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2024-17 to Certify Annual Appropriation Tax Increment Rebate Payment for FY 25, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2024-18 FY 2024 Urban Renewal Report, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Walk presented a motion seconded by Squier to approve TIF Certification to the County Auditor, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Squier presented a motion seconded by Walk to approve accepting the three-year proposal presented by Gardiner & Company to perform annual agreed upon procedures, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Walk presented a motion seconded Maiers to approve the Alliant lighting resolution 2024-19 for lighting in Rock Ridge, and on roll call vote ayes four.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Squier to move the November meeting from November 11th to November 14th with November 11th being Veterans Day, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Discussed internet possibilities for Clausen Park and Park and Rec Ball Diamond cameras. Could purchase T-Mobile internet for $60 a month or could install antennas to pick up a nearby internet service if any were available.
Walk presented a motion seconded by Squier to appoint Tyce Rustad to the Park, Beautification, and Recreation board and on roll call vote ayes four. There is still an opening on this board.

Walk presented a motion seconded by Wright to deny the request to have 4th street closed for Trick or Tromp, and on roll call vote Ayes-Squier, Wright, and Walk, Nayes-Maiers. Fire truck and Police car will be parked at each end to slow traffic down. The council did not feel it was safe to route traffic downside streets that are not lit as well and will have smaller groups of children running around.
Kelvin Wold was present to request the approval of the Council of a Preliminary Sub-Division plat for Parcel 0524126019 property located south of Industrial Park. The plan shows dividing the property into six lots with one of them being the connection of Park Street to Industrial Park. Wold would like the city to purchase the Park Street connection for $17,500.
Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk to go into closed session per Code 21.5.j of the Iowa State Code at 8:02 p.m., and on roll call vote ayes four.
The council came out of closed session at 8:40 p.m. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Wright to deny the Preliminary Sub-Division Plat as presented, and on roll call vote ayes four. The council is still interested in working out an agreement for Park Street.
Daryl Johnson was present to inquire about the city purchasing the North three lots of Parcel 0524151001. Council Person Wright was brought up to date on the current situation. Johnsons purchased the property for $22,500 with the intention of repairing the house that is on the property and building a shed with an office on the north three lots. The city has a drainage easement between lots 2 and 3 which the city recently spent over $300,000 to get working properly. The city has denied putting any kind of structure in this drainage area that would upset the work recently done. Johnson would like the city to purchase the drainage area and the lots 3,4, & 5 for $35,000, since he claims he will not have the proper access needed for a shed. Johnson knew of the drainage easement before purchasing the property.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to go into closed session per Code 21.5.j of the Iowa State Code at 8:49 p.m., and on roll call vote ayes four.

The Council came out of closed session at 9:07 p.m. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Squier to offer to pay the closing cost along with $15,000 for the purchase of the drainage area along with lots 3,4, & 5 of Parcel 0524151001, which is 67% of the property’s latest purchase price for 60%(Lots 3,4,5) of the property, and on roll call vote ayes-Wright, Squier, Walk, Nayes-Maiers.
Johnson denied the offer of $15,000 and requested that the council reconsider their offer and put it back on the agenda next month.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:46 p.m. 
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